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Visit the EDR website at:
www.energydesignresources.com

The National Fenestration Rating
Council (NFRC) now offers more
value and support to architects
and building designers than ever
before. New window ratings and
an online, searchable version of
their useful Certified Products
Directory are among the newest
features announced this year.

EDR E-News recently spoke
with Jim Benney, NFRC’s
Director of Education, about 
how the Council can support
the building design community.
"NFRC can be a strong ally in
the development and application
of building designs and energy
efficient building programs," 
said B e n n ey. "Our orga n i z at i o n
not only provides standards fo r
fenestration performance (U-
factor, solar heat gain coefficient,
visible transmittance, air
leakage); we also offer a set of
simulation and test laboratories
well-versed and accredited in the
use of NFRC standards." 

Benney went on to explain that
NFRC ensures that test labs use
consistent calibration and

The Latest from NFRC is
Crystal Clear: New Window
Ratings and Online Certified
Products Directory
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Beginning in January 2001, NFRC
participating manufacturers will 
be required to certify solar heat 
gain coefficient (SHGC) and visible 
transmittance (VT).
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Energy performance ratings for 
more than 80,000 glazing products
from 242 manufacturers are avail-
able on the NFRCÕs revamped Web
site at www.nfrc.org.

The September 2000 issue of Fenestration
Magazine will feature an article by Steve Selkowitz
at Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratories on
next-generation energy efficient fenestration 
technologies.

The National Glass Association and the 
Glass Association of North America are joining
forces to host “The NGA Show” next March
in Miami Beach.

Upcoming EDR Training Classes

Friday, September 8
8:00 a.m. - Noon
San Diego Gas & Electric, CP 6126
Mechanical System Design and Modeling 
Using EnergyPro 2.1
Trainers: Martyn Dodd and Steve Taylor

Thursday, September 14
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Southern California Edison CTAC Center
eQUEST Software Training
Trainer: Martin Addison

Friday, October 6
8:00 a.m. - Noon
San Diego Marriott Mission Valley,
Kicks Meeting Room
Daylighting Makes a Difference
Trainer: Barbara Erwine

Friday, October 6
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
San Diego Marriott Mission Valley,
Kicks Meeting Room
Skylighting for Commercial Buildings
Trainer: Jon McHugh

Friday, October 20
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
San Diego Gas & Electric, CP 6126
Design Tools for Analyzing Energy Use and Life
Cycle Benefits
Trainer: Tom Lunneberg, PE

Friday, November 10
8:00 a.m. - Noon
San Diego Gas & Electric, CP6126
Advanced Building Modeling with EnergyPro 2.1
Trainer: Martyn Dodd
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specimen installation techniques in order to assure repeatable
results. It also monitors simulation labs to assure that they
utilize standard procedures and assumptions when modeling
fenestration performance. Finally, and most importantly, NFRC-
certified products and ratings offer architects and energy service
providers assurance that the fenestration systems utilized for a
p roject or building design will perfo rm as intended and specifi e d.   

"If the energy performance of the fenestration systems in your
buildings is an important consideration," he concluded, "be sure
to specify NFRC-certified product ratings."

New Ratings Mean More Informed Choices
Beginning in January 2001, NFRC-participating manufacturers
must certify solar heat gain coefficient (SHGC) and visible
transmittance (VT or Tvis) for all products submitted for certifi-
cation and show SHGC and VT ratings on the label. Until now,
NFRC has required only that manufacturers certify U-Factor,
because it was the most recognized performance characteristic
by codes nationwide. Since then, additional jurisdictions and
code references have been established and NFRC’s SHGC and
VT are now often referenced.

Revamped Web Site Features 
Online Product Directory
In March of this year, NFRC launched a next-generation Web
site that is much easier to use than before. "Our new Web site 
is designed to make it easier for all of our customers to access
NFRC’s products and services online," said Susan Douglas,
NFRC Administrator. "We see this as an important step toward
being a Web-based organization." It includes online access to the
NFRC Certified Products Directory, allowing users to search the
entire database of NFRC-certified windows, doors and skylights. 

For more information about NFRC programs and standards,
visit their Web site at www.nfrc.org or contact Jim Benney at
785-862-1890 or jimnfrc@aol.com.

NFRC Q and A

Q How many manufacturers certify their products? 

A The Ninth Edition of the NFRC Certified Products Directory
includes energy performance ratings for over 80,000 products

Did You Know?
NFRC is an independent, non-profit organiza-
tion formed in 1969 by representatives from
window and door manufacturers and suppliers,
state code and energy officials, utilities, and
consumer groups. 

The NFRC Mission
To administer an independent, uniform energy
performance rating and labeling system that
will allow builders, consumers, and others to
make informed choices about the windows,
doors, and skylights they specify or buy.


